
Cars and trucks are a major source of smog-forming pollution 

in Santa Barbara County, and also of greenhouse gases 

contributing to global climate change. The best thing you can 

do for our air is to drive lessðwalk, bike, carpool, combine 

car trips, or take the bus whenever you can. Try 

telecommuting. 

When you do drive in your current vehicle, combine car trips, 

carpool, keep your car tuned up, and your tire pressures up, 

and donôt top off your tank at the gas stationðstop fueling 

when the pump shuts off.  

If youôre in the market to buy a vehicle, buying a clean-air car 

is another good thing to do to help keep our air clean. Whether 

you are doing web research ahead of time, talking to friends, 

making some phone calls, or visiting car dealerships, here are 

some things to consider.  

Look for a new or newer model. 

Brand-new models have to meet the strictest standards. If you 

are looking at a used car, look for one thatôs six years old or 

newer (these are exempt from smog-check requirements, too). 

Check the Environmental Performance Label on the car 

(see below).  

 

 

 

 

Electric Vehicles (EVs) and 
EV Infrastructure 

In the next few years, automakers are 

bringing to market many new all-

electric (also known as battery-

electric) vehicles, and plug-in hybrid 

electric vehicles. Even accounting for 

the emissions associated with the 

electricity for charging the batteries, 

EVs are considered much cleaner 

than their gasoline counterparts. The 

State notes that EV-charging costs 

typically come in below gasoline 

costs for gasoline vehicles. 

The District is working with the 

Community Environmental Council 

and other partners to help establish 

public charging stations in Santa 

Barbara County. As many as 50 

stations at various locations may be 

funded. For more information, see 

www.cecsb.org/pluginsb or contact 

Ron Tan at TanR@sbcapcd.org.       
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